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We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state 
allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The 
school receives $45.00 per day for each student who is in 
school.  The state does not give us the $45.00 for student 
absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family 
emergency.  Last Monday and Tuesday alone, we had over 
70 student absences, which represents a loss of revenue 
totaling more than $3000 in just two days.  With the cold 

and flu season upon us, it is important that your child’s health be 
your primary concern.  Please keep your child home if he or she 
is ill; assignments can be obtained by checking the website or 
contacting a classmate.  If your child is going to be out for 5 days 
or more, please call for a contract.  Additionally, if you will be 
going on any extended winter vacations, it is important to notify 
the office to arrange for a contract so your child can have 
homework and get credit for attendance. 

Please call Lori Russo at 484-0972 for information. 

The Student Council is holding their annual Toy Drive in the 
coming weeks; I hope you will participate in another 
outstanding project to benefit the community.  Information 
can be found in the Student Council News. 

Please join us at our upcoming Winter Concert featuring the 
Concert and Jazz Bands as well as our 5th grade musicians.  
Information about the concert can be found on Page 3.  
Congratulations to all of the outstanding young musicians 
here at San Benancio who have been selected to participate 
in the CCS Honor Band, Orchestra, and Choir. 

Our Fall sports season ended with our sports awards 
assembly last Monday and Tuesday.  Congratulations to all of 
our athletes on another great season! 

You will be receiving information about the WUEF 
Campaign in the next few days.  The holidays are a busy and 
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NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

San Benancio Middle  School 

The Oak Leaf                 

THE VALUE OF DAILY ATTENDANCE 

demanding time, especially in the current economy, so my 
gratitude and appreciation go out to all of you who have 
donated to the campaign so far and those of you still 
planning to donate.  Your generosity has a direct benefit on 
our students and helps us to continue to do great things in 
this district. 

Wishing you all a relaxing Christmas break and a joyous 
holiday season! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

We are right in the middle of our annual food drive for the 
Food Bank of Monterey County.   This year we are keep-
ing it simple and asking the students to bring in a bag of 
rice or beans or pasta.  Because of the economy, many 
people in Monterey County will go hungry this holiday 
season.   It’s not a contest, just 
a request to our students to 
help other kids like themselves, 
who truly may not know 
where their next meal is com-
ing from. 

 

The week of Dec 16th to the 20th of December we will 
hold our annual Toy Drive.  We collect unwrapped toys 
and donate them to the Toro Park Fire Department who 

distributes the toys at The Kinship Center. 
We are also having Spirit Week coincide 
with Toy Week and will offer free entrance 
to a noontime dance to any student who has 
donated a toy. 

We know these requests may seem too much – but we 
are working hard to bring the awareness of community to 
our students and to try and make the connection that 
there are those out there in our community who may 
need our help. 

Have a good and safe Holiday season!   

RESTRUCTURED DAY UPDATE 

Our last Restructured Day took place on October 28 and the teachers 
were hard at work on a variety of tasks.  Here are some of the high-
lights: 

Our Language Arts Department continued work on analysis of District 
Writing data as well as teacher training on the new Language Arts adop-
tion.  Additionally, the teachers have been using an online reading com-
prehension assessment to identify students who would benefit from a 
structured reading program in order to improve comprehension and 
fluency.  Those students will have the opportunity to participate in a spe-
cially designed activity class in order to improve their skills. 

The Math teachers are working on creating and administering benchmark 
assessments to gather and analyze student data in an effort to maintain 
consistent and accurate reporting of data and monitor student progress 
in relation to our school goals.   

The Science teachers worked on preparing for the Science fair, including 
a group discussion centered on grading criteria and rubrics for Science 
fair projects.   

History and Social Studies teachers worked on revising a story project to 
include Language Arts standards in the assignment as well as analyzing 
and revising current assessments. 

In addition to content specific meetings, teachers also participated in 
cross-curricular meetings to discuss a variety of topics related to grade-
levels, calendars, assessments, and student achievement data.  

Our next Restructured day is this Wednesday, December 2; please plan 
accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know what your child listens to and 
reads and how she spends time with her 
friends? 

Talking with your child about her interests opens up 
an opportunity for you to share your values.  And 
research says that monitoring your child’s activities is 
an important way to lower her chances of getting 
involved in situations you don’t approve of, especially 
those that can be harmful.  Unsupervised children 
simply have more opportunities to experiment with 
risky behaviors, including the use of alcohol, tobacco, 
and illegal drugs, and they may start substance abuse 
at earlier ages. 

“You cannot live a perfect day without doing 

something for someone who will never be able to 

repay you.” 

    -John Wooden 

Superintendent’s Chat 

Superintendent Dee Baker will hold her next Superinten-
dent’s Chat on Thursday, December 3, from 3:30 p.m.—
4:30 p.m. at Washington Union School.  For more informa-
tion, please call 484-2166. 
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Art News for December 
 

The Art Docent Program In November was quite busy with Hands-on 
training, Grades K-6, 7 & 8 grade art lessons and Picture of the Month 
lessons. Since we started the beginning of October, we have presented 
to our district students 86 hands-on lessons and had over 80 pictures 
of the month art discussions.  Again, we would like to express our 
gratitude to all our docent volunteers for their commitment to our art 
program! 

 

In December, the Hands-on program takes a break while our Picture of 
the Month continues with students studying Impressionism.  Impres-
sionism was a movement in painting that originated in France in the late 
19th century.  Impressionist painters were considered radical in their 
time because they broke many of the rules of picture-making set by 
earlier generations.  These artists found many of their subjects in life 
around them rather than in history.  They began to paint outside the 
art studio, so they could observe nature more directly and set down its 
most fleeting aspects-especially the changing light of the sun.  They 
were aided by the new invention of paint in tubes which made their 
work more portable.  Impressionist works had a sense of immediacy 
and freshness about them, and soon they had captured the attention of 
the world. 

 

This month with the winter holiday coming up, we would like to en-
courage you to take your children on a different adventure.  Try visit-
ing a museum!  Locally, we have the Monterey Museum of Art where 
they are presently displaying a wonderful photography exhibit and their 
annual miniature artworks.  At the Tech Museum in San Jose, they have 
a world premiere exhibit of the innovative art, science and engineering 
of Leonardo daVinci. In San Francisco at the De Young Museum in 
Golden Gate Park they have the incredible King Tut Exhibit and the 
Palace of Legion of Honor as a gorgeous Cartier Exhibit that just 
started.   

 

CREATIVE GIFT IDEAS 
 

Encourage your child’s creativity with a custom 
made art kit.  The list below an be purchased at 
local arts & crafts stores.  You can also go online 
and buy from Nasco Company in Modesto, Ca –
NASCO.com 

 

Watercolor box    Sculpey III polymer modeling clay 

Pad of Watercolor paper   Wooden Drawing Manikin – 12” or 16” 

Large watercolor brush   Craypas Junior Artist Oil Pastels 

Prismacolor Drawing Kit   Heavy drawing paper 

Shade-Tex Architectural Rubbing Plates 

 

Wishing all of you happy holidays and a joyous New Year! 

 

News From the Music Room 
December 2009 

Happy Thanksgiving and Winter Greetings from the Music Depart-
ment. Our Holiday concert season has already begun and the stu-
dents sound fabulous! The concert schedule is listed below, be sure 
to come check out one of these great performances.  

 

December 10th @ 7:00 p.m. – Winter Holiday Concert at San 
Benancio Middle School 

-Includes performances from the Washington Union 5th graders as 
well as San Benancio’s Concert Band, Jazz Band, and Concert Choir 

 

December 15th @ 7:30 p.m. – Hartnell Winter Concert 

-Includes performances from Washington Union’s 4th grade re-
corder players and San Benancio’s Jazz Band 

 

The music department is raising funds 
through our Holiday Topiary sales spon-
sored by Parents’ Club. Be sure to get one 
or two neatly designed plants, they make 
great gifts and holiday decorations. Don’t 
forget to pick-up your Topiaries on Decem-
ber 3rd after school at San Benancio. Have a 
great Holiday Season and see you at the 
concerts! 

This year we had 11 students from San Benancio selected to per-
form in the CMEA CCS (Central Coast Section) Honor Band, 
Honor Orchestra, and Honor Choir. The audition process includes 
hundreds of students from all over the central coast and is very 
competitive. Congratulations to the following students: 

 

Band 

Lizzy Stanton – 1st chair trumpet 

Erica Klein – 1st chair tenor saxophone 

Brendan Martin – 2nd chair alto saxophone 

Alissa Loftus – 3rd chair alto saxophone 

 

Orchestra 

Eunice Rhee – violin 

Josh Rhee – violin 

Shirley Chen – violin 

Sydney Jang – cello 

 

Choir 

Maddie Jewell – Soprano 

Jessica Fore – Alto 

Mary McMillin - Alto  
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WUEF UPDATE 

Parents’ Club December News  
 

    

 

 

Happy Fall!  Hopefully you have turned in your order for 
this year’s Holiday Topiary Sale.  This sale benefits the 
music program at all three schools, and is a beautiful gift for 
friends or family.  The Holiday Gift Shop is also coming 
up very soon.  Saturday, December 5th plan to bring 
your children to Toro Park School to shop for friends and 
family.  We are encouraging you, and your children, to 
make items for us to sell that day, instead of us buying 
cheaply made trinkets from other countries!  This was the 
change we made last year, and it was well received by all.  A 
hand-made item or gift is meaningful and enjoyed by every-
one.  Contact Yoojin Oh to let her know you are able to 
make some items to sell, or help out with the event that 
day. 

The school directories were distributed, and thank you 
Missy Young for organizing.  As you may have noticed, the 
email addresses were accidentally omitted.  We are cur-
rently re-printing that list, and will have it to you in the sec-
ond week of December, to add to the back of your direc-
tory.  Please contact Missy Young if you have any questions 
regarding the directory. 

Thank you for your continued support of our events.  
They’re always a good time, and a fun way to raise money 
for our students and teachers. 

Our next two meetings will be Monday, December 14th  and 
Monday, January 11th,  in room 10 at SBMS, 4:00pm.  Please 
join us! 

 

Jennifer Chapman 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

As we careen headlong into this Holiday Season, I think of all the gifts 
we will give and receive. Many will delight us, some will disappoint, 
others will merely confuse us (a penguin desk lamp? Really?).  I myself 
love the homemade gifts I receive from my girls. Weekly, in fact, not 
just at Christmas, do I receive some sort of picture, sculpture or 
other sincerely constructed gift just for me. Their artwork is hanging 
on my fridge and walls at home and at work.  I do think that an im-
portant gift to our children is providing them the tools and time to 
explore their creative selves. This is what WUEF strives to do. Our 
generous donors feel the same way. If you haven’t given your kids the 
gift of Art and Music by supporting WUEF, please consider doing so 
now. Any amount will help us fund the Art Docent and Music Pro-
grams for all students in our district. Donation forms can be found on 
the District website:  http://www.washington-union.com. Click on 
Wally!  

As I said, the holidays will be here soon! As well as a whole lot of 
See’s Candy! This new fundraising effort, coordinated by Meghan 
Carr, has made a whopping $13,883.32!  Several volunteers rallied to 
count, organize and (will soon) distribute the gazillion boxes that 
were ordered! Many thanks to Jennifer Bramers, Corie Hill, Yvonne 
Roggio, Annie Pattullo and Dee Dee Reyna for helping! 

Each winning class will get their picture in Off 68 magazine! Way to 
go! We anticipate that we will be able to distribute the ordered candy 
sometime the week of December 7th. Information will be going home 
soon on exactly when and where to pick up your order. We will also 
post the dates, times and locations on the WUSD website.  

 

The Spring Fling Fundraiser production plans are well underway! 

NEW EVENT DATE! Saturday March 13, 2010 

Our evening of fun and fundraising will be held at the Corral de Tierra 
Country Club with a strolling dinner, entertainment by the Money 
Band and plenty of fabulous desserts, silent and live auction items. If 
you’ve attended before, you’ll find some refreshing changes. If you’ve 
never attended, well this is the event you don’t want to miss! 

The entire WUEF Board would like to extend their sincere wishes for 
a joyful and safe Holiday Season to all our district families.  

 

Jocelyn Douglas 

President  

 

The classes at each school who brought in the most money are: 

 
Toro Park:   Ms. Goin - 2nd Grade                 $2010.20 

Washington Union:  Mrs Zahnlecker - 4thgrade    $3721.20 

San Benancio:  Ms. Andico - 6th grade            $2126.80 


