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The month of January was busy and exciting here at 
San Benancio..  We started the month with our 7th 
grade Virtual Field Trip to the Cleveland Museum of 
Art.  We were the first school in the county to use 
this technology to offer our students a rich and 
engaging experience into the world of Impressionist 
art and artists.  Thank you to Linda Jang, Jennifer Belli, 
Charea Batiste, and Lynn Yee for making it happen! 

We had a Graduation planning meeting on the 14th, 
and I would like to offer my thanks to Corie Hill for 
volunteering to chair the Ceremony committee, 
and to Debbie Meeks and Kathy Giger for chairing the 
Dance committee.  If you are interested in helping 
on one of those committees, or on the Barbecue 
committee (we still need a chairperson!), please 
contact the school office. 

On January 24th, I had the great pleasure of attending 
the Future City competition at the San Francisco 
Academy of Art.  Our team of Maddie Giger, Claire 
Genesy, Edwin Levin, and David Kim represented San 
Benancio with our first-ever entry in the competition.  
The students designed and built a city of the future 
around this year’s theme of water Conservation, 
Reuse and Self-Sufficient Systems. The students had to 
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present their project to a panel of judges and answer 
questions about their design process.  It was an 
incredible day and our team made it to the final 
round, finishing 5th out of a total of 28 teams.  
Congratulations to “Team Amanzi” and their 
coaches, Linda Jang and Ralph Wege. 

Back in November, we were notified that we qualified 
to apply to be recognized as a California 
Distinguished School.  We completed the application 
process and were recently notified that we have been 
selected for a site review.  In March, a team of 
administrators will visit the school and make a 
recommendation based on the information we 
submitted in our application, classroom observations, 
and interviews with students, staff, and parents.  
Kudos to the outstanding staff here at San Benancio 
for the great work that they do. 

Have a great February! 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Wow! It’s a new year and we are busy as usual.  This month 
students at San Benancio enjoyed a presentation by The San 
Francisco Shakespeare Festival who performed the classic 
play Romeo and Juliette.  All Language Arts classes prepared 
our students for what they could expect to see, explaining 
the main characters and plot. As always, the production was 
done spoken in “old English” and well received by our stu-
dents. 

 

We also had another Spirit Week.  Mallory Meeks, our Spirit 
Commissioner, planned a week full of wild clothes and wacky 
hair.  We’ll let you know who stole the Spirit Trophy from 
Mrs. Yee’s class. 

 

As you all know, there has 
been a salmonella scare with 
products that have been 
linked to peanut paste and 
production.  Our staff at The 
Oaks Café have pulled all 
peanut related items off our 
shelves and have been 
watchful of the FDA website 
before we place “OK” items 
back to sell. 

WINTER SPORTS UPDATE 

The Winter Sports regular season will be wrapping up this week. 
Our 8th grade girls’ team is currently in first place and will be 

heading into the playoffs next week. The 8th grade 
boys are also currently in the hunt for a playoff 
spot. Our 7th grade teams played hard all season, 
but missed out on the playoffs. The 6th grade bas-
ketball season will continue for another month. 

  

Our Spring Sports season will begin 
in late February. This year’s track 
team will be coached by Ms. Ahl and 

Mr. Furnari, golf 
will be coached by Mr. Petrocelli, and tennis 
will be coached again by Mrs. Romeka. Each of 
the three teams is open to all students. 

 

  

"Americanism is a question of principles, of 
idealism, of character: it is not a matter of 
birthplace or creed or line of descent."  
 
     — Theodore Roosevelt, 19th/20th-century American        
 adventurer and politician, Nobel Prize-winning 
 U.S. president 

8th Grade Graduation  

The graduation committees are currently forming; here is the current 
status: 

• Dance Committee:  Meeting on Tuesday, February 17 at 7 p.m. 

in the San Benancio Multi-Purpose Room.  

• Graduation Ceremony Committee:  If you’re interested in 

helping with the graduation ceremony, contact Corie Hill at 484-
2060.  Plans are underway! 

• Barbecue: We don’t have a chairperson yet—if you’re inter-

ested, please contact the school office at 484-1172. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Students of the Month for January 

6th Grade:  Emily Violini and Jake Larronde 

7th Grade:  Samantha Fernandez and Sam Griffin-Ortiz 

8th Grade:  Jada Evers and Max Warner 

GREAT JOB EVERYONE! 

BUDGET STUDY COMMITTEE 

The District Budget Study Committee has be-
gun meeting to examine the district budget,  
share information about the budget process, 
and make recommendations to the Board 
about where the district might implement 
budget cuts.  The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 4 at 3:30 p.m. in 
Room 10 at San Benancio.  
The meetings are open to the 
public.  For more information, 
contact Diana Palmer at 484-2166. 
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Art News for February 
 

In January, the Art Docent Program started 
back with lessons in painting, pastel drawing 
and model building.  Within each grade 
lesson, we continue to present the ele-
ments of art, which is based from our Cali-
fornia Visual and Performing Arts Stan-
dards.  The 7th graders had a videoconfer-
ence presentation on Impressionism from 
the Cleveland Museum of Art.  Our stu-
dents and the museum docent were able to 
interact directly with each other for a one 
hour discussion of art. 

 

February is Clay and Portrait Draw-
ing Month 
Modeling with clay is one of the ancient 
processes used by civilization to make use-
ful and decorative objects.  Clay is a re-
sponsive natural material that students can 
easily manipulate and explore its tactile 
qualities.  Our clay projects encourage our 
students to create three dimensionally.  
The students use the same techniques that 
clay artists have used for centuries: rolling 
coils, pinching, and pulling.   

 

Grade 6:  Students will observe photo-
graphs of Classic Greek and Roman sculp-

tures and creating their own clay sculpture 
of a head.  They learn how our standards of 
realistic sculpture derive from the classic 
civilizations.  By measuring and marking pro-
portion, our students learn how the struc-
ture of the human face is related to the oval 
shape of the skull.   

 

Grade 7:  Students will create individual 
Chinese terra cotta warriors as part of their 
World History studies of ancient China.  
Each warrior is different, but combined they 
make an army like the one assembled by 
artisans for the Emperor Qin in 210 B. C. 

 

Grade 8:  Students in their American His-
tory class will draw a portrait of a U.S. presi-
dent.  After instruction in basic portrait 
proportion, the students apply it to a draw-
ing of their chosen president.  

 

Picture of the Month 
In February, the Picture of the Month selec-
tions we move into Cubism, Fauvism and 
Surrealism.  

 

Cubism was a highly influential visual art 
style of the 20th century that was created 
principally by the painters Pablo Picasso and 
Georges Braque in Paris between 1907 & 

1914.  The Cubist style emphasized the 
flat, two-dimensional surface of the pic-
ture plane, rejecting the traditional tech-
niques of perspective.  Cubist painters 
were not bound to copying form, texture, 
color, and space.  Instead, they presented 
a new reality in paintings that depicted 
radically fragmented objects.  

 

Fauvism was a 20th century art movement 
that was begun 
by a group of 
French artists 
that included 
Henri Matisse 
and Paul Gau-
guin.  This art 
movement revo-
lutionized the 

concept of color and was marked by bold 
distorted forms and vivid colors.   

 

Surrealism was an artist movement that 
brought together artists, thinkers and 
researchers in hunt of sense of expression 
of the unconscious.  They were searching 
for the definition of new aesthetic, new 
humankind and a new social order.  Some 
famous artists during this art period were 
Marc Chagall, Joan Miro, and Salvador 
Dali. 

 News From the Music 
Room 
 

Greetings and salutations from Mr. 
Petrocelli in the music room. Our 
award winning groups are back in full 
swing and preparing new repertoire for 
the spring season. 
The concert band 
is playing more 
difficult music 
that varies in style 
and texture, and 
the Jazz Band has 
new swing pieces along with some clas-
sic standards. Our bands will participate 
in several performances from now until 
the end of the year including the Big Sur 
Marathon, the Spring Concert May 7th, 
and a competition at Disneyland on May 
29th-31st.  

A special congratulations to 
Lizzy Stanton (trumpet) and 
Brendan Martin (alto sax) for 
being selected into the CMEA 
Central Coast Section Middle 
School Honor Concert Band 
and congratulations to Moshe 
Helman (piano) and Lizzy 
Stanton (trumpet) for being 
selected into the Monterey Jazz 
Festival Middle School Honor 
Jazz Band. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund 
our various school programs and support systems.  
The state allocates funding to the district based upon 
this ADA.  The school receives $45.00 per day for each 
student who is in school.  The state does not give us 
the $45.00 for student absences, even if the student 
was out for an illness or family emergency.  In the 
past month, we had 262 days of student ab-
sence, which translates to $11,790 in lost reve-
nue to the district. 
With the cold and flu season upon us, it is important 
that your child’s health be your primary concern.    If 
your child is going to be out for 5 days or more, please 
call for a contract.  Additionally, if you will be going on 
any extended winter vacations, it is important to notify 
the office to arrange for a contract so your child can 
complete schoolwork and get credit for attendance. 

 

Please call Vicki Clyburn at 484-0972 for information. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

 

Parents’ Club News for February 

 

Here are a few dates to mark on your  calendar:  

• The Ariel Theatrical Production, “The Emperor’s New 

Clothes,” is on Wednesday, March 7.  

• Parents’ Club’s next general meeting is on Monday, Febru-
ary 2 at 7pm at San Benancio School in Room 10.  

• The March meeting will be on Monday, March 2 at 7 p.m. 

at San Benancio School in Room 10. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Garibay, President 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

WUEF’s Dinner Dance Around the Corner! 

Good Schools Are Built on Strong Foundations 
  

Countdown has begun and we are in full swing preparation for 
WUEF’s 25th Anniversary Dinner Dance Celebrating 25 Years of Giv-
ing! 

  

By now you should have your invitation in hand and hopefully are 
making plans to join us for what will truly be a memorable evening. 
We’ve got the great Hyatt Regency venue, fantastic music with the 
Shan Johnson Band, a gourmet meal with select 
wines and auctions galore! Who could ask for a 
better night out and for such a great cause—
supporting our children’s education. 

  

Check this out: we’ve got a Bocce Ball Tourna-
ment for 20 people at Carmel Valley Athletic Club with wine and 
hearty appetizers; the ever-popular Bramers Family Barbecue, grade-
level package extravaganzas, delectable dessert packages, opportuni-
ties for your child to be principal for the day, private parking spaces 
and, yes, WE’VE GOT A PUPPY ☺ 

  

Now more than ever our District and our children need us to rally 
and raise funds which will enable us to enhance their educational ex-
perience. There are so many ways to support this event: attend the 
dinner dance and bid on auction items; donate auction items; make a 
financial contribution; support your grade level package, donate a 
desert, place an ad in the program, buy a key to our treasure chest, 
buy a reverse draw ticket, become a sponsor, or volunteer your time 
towards planning. 

  

The money we raise here—stays here—so I hope everyone can do 
what they can to celebrate our children and celebrate 25 years of 
giving. 

  

For more information please contact 
Irma Nunes 596-4851 or Lorri Koster 
594-4156. 

  

  

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Mike Romero, Principal at Salinas High School, will 
begin hosting monthly informational meetings the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise posted) 
with the first meeting taking place on Wednesday, 
February 11th at 10 a.m. in Room 215.  These meet-
ings will be geared towards parents considering send-
ing their incoming freshmen to Salinas High School.  
The meetings will take approximately 45 minutes, fol-
lowed by a short tour of the school. 

For more information, please call Teri Riggs, Sec-
retary, at 796-7411. 

 


