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We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state 
allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The 
school receives $45.00 per day for each student who is in 
school.  The state does not give us the $45.00 for student 
absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family 
emergency.  In the month of January, we had 212 days 
of student absence, which translates to $9,540 in lost 
revenue to the district. 

With the cold and flu season upon us, it is important that your 
child’s health be your primary concern.    If your child is going to 
be out for 5 days or more, please call for a contract.  
Additionally, if you will be going on any extended winter 
vacations, it is important to notify the office to arrange for a 
contract so your child can have homework and get credit for 
attendance. 

Please call Lori Russo at 484-0972 for information. 

The month of January was busy and exciting here at 
San Benancio.  We started the month with our 7th 
grade Virtual Field Trip to the Cleveland Museum of 
Art.  We continue to be one of the only schools in the 
county to use this technology to offer our students a 
rich and engaging experience into the world of art and 
artists.  Thank you to Linda Jang, Jennifer Belli, Charea 
Batiste, and Lynn Yee for making it happen!  Plans are 
in the works for more virtual field trips this spring! 

We had a Graduation planning meeting on the 21st, 
and I would like to offer my thanks to Kim Franks and 
Lori Russo for volunteering to chair the Ceremony 
committee, to Suzie Way for chairing the Dance 
committee,  and to Jill Kennedy and Carrie Doherty 

Special Points of  

Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  
published monthly.  For addi-
tional information about our 
district or a particular school,  
visit our website at http://
www.washington-
union.com 

Please call the attendance line at 
484-0972 when your student is 
absent. 
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JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

San Benancio Middle  School 

The Oak Leaf                 

THE VALUE OF DAILY ATTENDANCE 

for chairing the Barbecue committee.  They will 
begin the work of preparing for these exciting events, 
so if you are interested in helping on one of these 
committees, please let us know!  

 

Have a great February! 

 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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CHARACTER COUNTS 

This school year, our District has begun the implementa-
tion of Character Counts, a character education and devel-
opment program.  The program is designed around 6 pil-
lars of character:  Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, 
Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship.  Each of the sites will 
work to embed the information into their regular curricu-
lum through a variety of activities.   

San Benancio will hold a Character Counts assembly on 
Monday, February 8th to introduce the students to Char-
acter Counts and talk about each of the pillars.   

During the month of February, we will be focusing on 
Trustworthiness, and will highlight a different pillar each 
month from now on.  For more information, look for the 
Character Counts link on the District homepage.  

 

T R U S T W O R T H I N E S S  

Be honest • Don’t deceive, cheat or steal • Be reliable — 
do what you say you’ll do • Have the courage to do the 
right thing • Build a good reputation • Be loyal — stand by 
your family, friends and country  

R E S P E C T  

Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule • Be 
tolerant of differences • Use good manners, not bad lan-
guage • Be considerate of the feelings of others • Don’t 
threaten, hit or hurt anyone • Deal peacefully with anger, 
insults and disagreements  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  

Do what you are supposed to do • Persevere: keep on 
trying! • Always do your best • Use self-control • Be self-
disciplined • Think before you act — consider the conse-
quences • Be accountable for your choices  

F A I R N E S S  

Play by the rules • Take turns and share • Be open-minded; 
listen to others • Don’t take advantage of others • Don’t 
blame others carelessly  

C A R I N G  

Be kind • Be compassionate and show you care • Express 
gratitude • Forgive others • Help people in need  

C I T I Z E N S H I P  

Do your share to make your school and community bet-
ter • Cooperate • Get involved in community affairs • Stay 
informed; vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and 
rules • Respect authority • Protect the environment  

ATHLETICS 

 

San Benancio Athletics is winding up 7th & 8th grade 
boys and girls basketball seasons.  3 out of the 4 teams 
will be making the MTJAL playoffs which will begin Feb. 
3rd with the finals on Feb. 5th. Our coaches have 
worked extremely hard this season and we should all be 
very proud of our teams’ accomplishments.  The im-
provement I have witnessed since the beginning of the 
season is amazing. 

 
The 6th grade boys and girls basketball teams are off to a great start as well.  All 
3 6th grade teams will be playing home games at our gym Friday Feb. 5th so 
come out and show your support.   

 

We have been continually raising money for our athletics 
program with gate fees at home games and a small snack 
bar.  I want to thank everyone who has donated for 
both.  It is important to keep raising money for our kids’ 
athletics as so many costs arise with uniforms, referees, 
and equipment.  Our gym banner sales are still being 
offered; contact Gina Martorella or Gay Chin if you would 
like to put up a banner in the gym.   

 
We will begin our spring sports very soon.  Students can partici-
pate in Track and Field, Golf, and Tennis.  We are still in need of a 
Tennis Coach and a Track Coach, so please contact me if you are 
interested. 

See everyone out at the games! 

 

Gina Martorella 
Athletic Director 

Attention 8th Grade Parents 

 

Yearbook Ads are STILL on sale!! 

The yearbook is a great way to remember and share in your son or 
daughter’s school experiences.  Creating an ad to honor your child is not 
only easy—it helps mark their place in a one-of-a-kind, permanent keep-
sake for the entire school. 

Order forms are available in the school office, or you can order online at 
JostensAdService.com. 

The deadline has been extended to February 7, 2010...you 
still have time to place your order! 

If you have any questions, please contact lyee@monterey.k12.ca.us 
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ART NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 
In January, the Art Docent Program started back with lessons in paint-
ing, pastel drawing and model building.  Within each grade lesson, we 
continue to present the elements of art, which is based from our Cali-
fornia Visual and Performing Arts Standards.  The 7th graders had a 
videoconference presentation on Impressionism from the Cleveland 
Museum of Art.  Our students and the museum docent were able to 
interact directly with each other for a one hour discussion of art. We 
also had a printmaking workshop on January 20th after Restructured 
Day. 

February is Clay and Portrait Drawing Month 

Modeling with clay is one of the ancient processes used by civilization 
to make useful and decorative objects.  Clay is a responsive natural 
material that students can easily manipulate and explore its tactile quali-
ties.  Our clay projects encourage our students to create three dimen-
sionally.  The students use the same techniques that clay artists have 
used for centuries: rolling coils, pinching, and pulling.   

Grade 6:  Students will observe photographs of Classic 
Greek and Roman sculptures and creating their own clay 
sculpture of a head.  They learn how our standards of 
realistic sculpture derive from the classic civilizations.  By 
measuring and marking proportion, our students learn 
how the structure of the human face is related to the 
oval shape of the skull.   

Grade 7:  Students will create individual Chi-
nese terra cotta warriors as part of their 
World History studies of ancient China.  Each 
warrior is different, but combined they make 
an army like the one assembled by artisans for 
the Emperor Qin in 210 B. C. 

Grade 8:  Students in their American History class 
will draw a portrait of a U.S. president.  After in-
struction in basic portrait proportion, the students 
apply it to a drawing of their chosen president.  

 

Picture of the Month 

In February, the Picture of the Month selections we move into Cubism, 
Fauvism and Surrealism.  

Cubism was a highly influential visual art style of the 20th century that 
was created principally by the painters Pablo Picasso and Georges 
Braque in Paris between 1907 & 1914.  The Cubist style emphasized 
the flat, two-dimensional surface of the picture plane, rejecting the 
traditional techniques of perspective.  Cubist painters were not bound 
to copying form, texture, color, and space.  Instead, they presented a 
new reality in paintings that depicted radically fragmented objects.  

Fauvism was a 20th century art movement that was begun by a group of 
French artists that included Henri Matisse and Paul Gauguin.  This art 
movement revolutionized the concept of color and was marked by 
bold distorted forms and vivid colors.   

Surrealism was an artist movement that brought together artists, think-
ers and researchers in hunt of sense of expression of the unconscious.  
They were searching for the definition of new aesthetic, new human-
kind and a new social order.  Some famous artists during this art period 
were Marc Chagall, Joan Miro, and Salvador Dali. 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
 

Greetings and salutations from Mr. Petrocelli in the music 
room. Our award winning groups are back in full swing and 
preparing new repertoire for the spring season. The concert 
band is playing more difficult music that varies in style and 
texture. The Jazz Band has new 
rock and swing pieces along 
with some classic standards. 
Our bands will participate in 
several performances from now 
until the end of the year includ-
ing the Big Sur Marathon, the 
Spring Concert, and a competition at Santa Cruz Boardwalk 
on May 8.  

 

A special congratulations to Lizzy Stanton (trumpet), Bren-
dan Martin (alto sax), Alissa Loftus (alto sax), Erica Klein 
(tenor sax), Maddie Jewell (soprano), Mary McMillin (alto), 
Jessica Fore (alto), Joshua Rhee (violin), Shirley Chen (violin), 

Eunice Rhee (violin), and Sydney Jang 
(cello) for being selected into the CMEA 
Central Coast Section Middle School 
Honor Concert Band, Choir, and Orches-
tra. Another congratulations to Lizzy 
Stanton (trumpet), Brendan Martin (tenor 

sax), Erica Klein (tenor sax), and Sam Griffin-Ortiz (guitar) 
for being selected into the Monterey Jazz Festival Middle 
School Honor Jazz Band. Check the music website for im-
portant upcoming concert and festival dates.  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Sascha Heckmann, Principal of Salinas High School, will host a 
“Principal’s Coffee” on Wednesday, February 10th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Other dates to attend are: February 24, March 
10, and March 24.  

Parents of incoming students (also potential 
students) are invited to attend. Please check 
in at the Main Office. Call Teri Riggs at 796-
7411 to RSVP or for more information. 

Salinas High is also offering their Shadowing Program once again.  
There are three dates available to take advantage of the program:  

February 10, February 24, and March 10.  
There is a cap on the number of students 
allowed to shadow on any of those days, and 
it is on a first come, first served basis.  Stu-
dents wishing to shadow must live in the 
Salinas High School attendance area.  Call 
Teri Riggs at 796-7411 for more information or 
to sign up. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

 

Hello from Parents’ Club!  Our an-
nual Ariel Theater Production will 
be held this year on March 17th at 
Sherwood Hall.  The performance 
will be “The Seussical”.  It is a fun 
event to take your family to and 
enjoy a local, live performance.  
More information will be sent home this month with your 
child, of time and ticket price. 

Also in March, is the annual WUEF Dinner Dance & Auc-
tion.  Come show your support, and have a great time at 
Corral de Tierra CC for their “Spring Fling” on March 13th.  
Once again, in the Dessert Auction, Parents’ Club will have 
a Harvest Time Carnival Package 
available – complete with a delicious 
dessert from Layers Bakery, 100 
carnival game tickets, one VIP park-
ing place, a $10 gift certificate for 
the bake sale, $30 gift certificate to use at the Marketplace, 
five $5 raffle tickets, 25 $1 raffle tickets, and two fast passes 
to the Cakewalk. 

A fun and easy way to help out 
Parents’ Club is to volunteer at 
the 2010 Sea Otter Classic.  
April 16-18 at Laguna Seca  is 

when the event will be held,  and each volunteer will get a 
four day pass to the event, a Sea Otter Classic t-shirt and 
Parents’ Club will receive $30 per volunteer.  Help is 
needed all three days, so please contact Jen Bramers to 
volunteer or for more information:  422-1634 or 
email at jjbramers@aol.com. 

 

Please join us….Our next two meetings will be February 8th 
and  March 8th, 2010, 4:00pm in room 10 at San Benancio. 

Jennifer Chapman 

 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

 
WUEF – February 2010 Newsletter 

 

It’s February and getting closer to our biggest fundraiser of the 
year! 

Spring Fling is Saturday March 13, 2010 at Corral de Tierra 
Country Club 

 

Our enthusiastic Board of Directors is out in force preparing 
and planning for a great party. They are gathering wonderful (and 
useful!) donations of items and services for our live and silent 
auctions.  

Expect to see some fabulous items and packages including: 

 

Space is limited this year! Only 250 tickets will be sold!  

Invitations will be mailed in early February, please RSVP right 
away! 

In other news, our Board has discussed at length about 
increasing our efforts to support WUSD athletic programs 
(equipment, uniforms, referees fees etc.). We understand 
the importance of physical education for developing bod-
ies and brains, and want to include more support for 
those programs. The Board will try to engage parents in-
terested in promoting athletics funding and we invite 
them to attend a monthly meeting, as well as participate 
on the WUEF Board of Directors.  

Our fall fundraising efforts were very successful and 
we’re doing our best to make the Spring Fling similarly re-
warding! We really want to be able to fund a full slate of 
requests this year - technology, art, music and athletics!  

Join us at Spring Fling to help make it happen! 

 
A PUPPY! Yes! A yellow Lab baby boy from a local 

family (cute and so useful!) 

CA$H! By a Reverse Draw Ticket! You could win 
$5000! 

San Jose SharksSan Jose SharksSan Jose Sharks package!  

Tickets to…  


