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With Spring around the corner, San Benancio is getting 
busy and active!  Hopefully, the rainy season is almost 
over and the students can begin enjoying more 
outdoor activities.  The Spring Sports season has 
begun and the students are starting Tennis, Golf, and 
Track and Field.  Competition will begin soon, so good 
luck to all of our athletes! 

We recently held our Spelling Bee and had an exciting 
competition.  Amy Ng was the winner, but went right 
down to the wire with Joy Johnson.  Congratulations 
to the girls, along with all of this year’s finalists: 

6th grade:  Melissa Chin, Eunice Rhee, Emily Violini, 
Jennifer Giraudo 

7th grade:  Sydney Jang, Laura Gattis, Sara Franks, 
Shirley Chen 

8th grade:  Olivia Hunziker, Claire Genesy, Joy 
Johnson, Amy Ng  

Amy will represent San Benancio at the County 
Spelling Bee on March 15th at Hartnell College. 

 

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) is 
now available online.  The SARC is a report detailing 
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specific information about the school’s  demographic 
information, programs, testing and accountability, 
facilities, teachers, and curriculum.  The information 
is submitted each spring and the SARC is released the 
following school year.  Hence, the current SARC 
contains data from the 2007-2008 school year.  You 
can review our most recent report on the school’s 
website. 

As I reported last month, we applied to the California 
School Recognition Program for consideration as a 
California Distinguished School.  As part of the 
process, we will be visited by a review team on 
Wednesday, March 4.  The team will visit classes, 
interview staff members, and meet with various 
stakeholders groups as part of a site validation based 
on the application that we submitted.  I will keep you 
up to date as we complete the process and wait to 
hear if we have been selected! 

Have a great month, and I look forward to seeing you 
on Saturday, March 7, to celebrate 
WUEF’s 25th Annual Dinner Dance 
and Auction . 

Gina Uccelli 

February Highlights 

Sports 

Student Council 

Graduation 

Art/Music 

Attendance 

Parents’ Club 

WUEF 

Calendar 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

Ins. 



 

2 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

This has been a short month!  February 23rd we began our 
annual Leukemia and Lymphoma Fund Drive.  This year we 
are dedicating our drive to John Balestreri, a sixth grader 
here at San Benancio, who has Leukemia and is now in re-
mission.  Our goal is to raise $2,000.  Hopefully, we will 
meet our goal. 

 

We have added a 
twist to our second 
week of fundraising.  
Students who do-
nate $1 each day will be able to wear their hats to class.  If 
they donate $2 each day, they can listen to their ipods during 
lunch. On the last day of the drive, a $3 donation will get 
them into a lunchtime dance in the MPR!  Hopefully this will 
help us raise more money! 

 

As usual, the Oaks Café is open every day except Thursdays.  
We are still selling Jamba Juice on Thursdays and offer a hot 
lunch every Friday.  

 SPORTS UPDATE 
The Spring Sports season has begun! All students should now be aware 
of their practice schedules for their respective sport. If they are unsure, 
they need to contact their coach. Ms. Ahl and Mr. Furnari are coaching 
the track team, Mr. Petrocelli is doing golf, and Coach Tina Romeka is 
again coaching the tennis team. Best of luck to all students in their up-
coming matches. 

 

Grade checks will continue for all students participating in the SBMS 
sports program. Students need to maintain at least a 2.0 GPA, and can-
not have any F’s in any classes to be eligible. Grade checks will continue 
to be sent around to all teachers every two weeks, and returned to the 
Athletic Director, Mr. Snell. If a student does not meet these require-
ments, they must raise their grade, then be cleared by both their teacher 
and Mr. Snell to be eligible. Students not meeting eligibility standards will 
still be allowed to practice, but will not be allowed to participate during 
matches or meets. Continue to work hard both in the classroom as well 
as the sports field. 

 
"Life is not so short but that there is 
always time enough for courtesy."   
— Ralph Waldo Emerson, 19th-century American es-
sayist, public philosopher and poet 

8th Grade Graduation  

The graduation committees are currently forming; here is the current 
status: 

• Dance Committee:  Meeting schedule: 

 Tuesday, March 3   Tuesday, May 26  

 Tuesday, March 31   Tuesday, June 2 

 Tuesday, April 28 

  All meetings are at 7 pm, in Room 10 

• June 4-8:  MPR Set-up   June 11-12:  MPR tear down and clean-up 

• Graduation Ceremony Committee:  If you’re interested in 

helping with the graduation ceremony, contact Corie Hill at 484-
2060.  Plans are underway! 

• Barbecue: Catherine Fanoe is working on the Barbecue and 

Swim party and could use help.  Contact the school office for info. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Students of the Month  
6th Grade:  Haley Martin and Jack Koster  

7th Grade:  Shirley Chen and Dominic Uccelli 

8th Grade:  Mallory Meeks and Edwin Levin 

GREAT JOB EVERYONE! 

BUDGET STUDY COMMITTEE 

The District Budget Study Committee has be-
gun meeting to examine the district budget,  
share information about the budget process, 
and make recommendations to the Board 
about where the district might implement 
budget cuts.  The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 3, at 3:30 p.m. in Room 
10 at San Benancio.  The 
meetings are open to the pub-
lic.  For more information, 
contact Diana Palmer at 484-2166. 
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Art News for March 

 

Twenty-three of our eighth grade students have 
been chosen to display their pastel drawings of 
Western Still Life at the Monterey Peninsula 
Airport Art Galleries for the next 4 months.  
The display is incredible and worth going to visit.  
Their work is the highlight of their “Pieces of 
History” display.   

In February, the Art Docent Program gave les-
sons in clay.  Clay is always one the highlights of 
our art program for our students.  They enjoy 
working with the clay creating three-dimensional 
objects. 

 

March is Drawing Month 

In March present our second drawing lesson for 
the school year.  The students will learn further 
drawing techniques.  Because drawing is an im-
portant means of self-expression and communi-
cation students, the Art Docent program has 
two units each year to focus on drawing instruc-
tion. 

 

For Parents 

It is very important to encourage your child’s 
creative drawing.  Here are some ideas to help 
them along: 

Get your child a set of color pencils and a 
large drawing notepad.  Take them to 

a park or beach and have them draw 
either objects or actual scenes they see 
i.e.  A seashell, rock, the ocean with 
beach, etc. 

Buy a set of oil pastels or soft pastels (not 
chalk).  Put together at home a still life 
of common household objects with 
blended colors i.e. a bowl of fruit, a 
vase with flowers, etc. 

Make a collection of favorite photos for 
drawing reference.  Have your child 
draw the photo or an object in the 
photo i.e. an animal, bike, car, etc. 

 

Grade 6:  Students will be drawing a part of a 
bicycle.  They will study the bike through a view-
finder and draw a portion of the bike studying 
carefully all the details and then drawing them 
either on a choice of black paper or white. 

 

Grade 7:  7th Grade art projects are based on 
their language arts and history curriculums.   
Therefore, the students will be having a lesson in 
Japanese Sumi-e Painting which is being done 
during their study of Japanese history.   

 

Picture of the Month 

In March, the Picture of the Month selections 
moves into American Realism, Modern Art, Ab-
stract Art and Pop Art. 

American Realism art was an attempt to de-
scribe human behavior and surroundings more 
accurately.  This period of art occurred the 
second half of the 19th century.  Realist Artists 
attempted to portray lives, appearances, prob-
lems, customs of the middle and lower classes, 
focusing on the unexceptional, the ordinary, 
and the humble. 

 

Modern Art mostly refers to art of the 20th 
century in Europe and the Americas, as well as 
in other regions under Western influence.  The 
modern period has been a particularly innova-
tive one, introducing a wide range of new artis-
tic techniques and materials. 

Abstract Art is defined as art that has no refer-
ence to any figurative reality.  One cannot 
associate it with any real natural form. 

Pop Art was introduced in the 1950’s to 
1970’s.  This form of art depicts objects or 
scenes from everyday like and uses techniques 
from commercial art and popular illustration. 

 

Calendar Reminder: 

Annual Art Show- May 19 -21  

 

Mark your calendars! 

 

 

 News From the Music 
Room 

 
Greetings and salutations from Mr. 
Petrocelli in the music room. Our 
award winning groups are back in 
full swing and preparing new reper-
toire for the spring season. The 
concert band is playing more diffi-
cult music that varies in style and 
texture, and 
the Jazz Band 
has new swing 
pieces along 
with some 
classic stan-
dards.  

 

Concert band students should keep 
in mind that in order to receive full 
credit for band class they need to 

come prepared, on time, 
and keep up their practice 
charts at home. Thanks to 
all the parents that support 
at-home practice, which is 
the key to a successful band.  

 

Final payments for the Ana-
heim trip should be turned 
in ASAP. Important upcom-
ing dates have been posted 
on the music page of the 
SBMS website. Please con-
tact Mr. Petrocelli if you 
have any questions or con-
cerns.   

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund 
our various school programs and support systems.  
The state allocates funding to the district based upon 
this ADA.  The school receives $45.00 per day for each 
student who is in school.  The state does not give us 
the $45.00 for student absences, even if the student 
was out for an illness or family emergency.  In the 
past month, we had 324 days of student ab-
sence, which translates to $14,580 in lost reve-
nue to the district. 
This has been a particularly bad flu season, and it is 
important that your child’s health be your primary con-
cern.    If your child is going to be out for 5 days or 
more, please call for a contract.  Additionally, if you will 
be going on any extended  vacations, it is important to 
notify the office to arrange for a contract so your child 
can complete schoolwork and get credit for atten-
dance. 

 

Please call Vicki Clyburn at 484-0972 for information. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

Support our community and Parents’ Club while enjoying the 
2009 Sea Otter Classic.  By volunteering at this event you can 
get a four day pass to the event, a Sea Otter Classic T-shirt, lunch 
and Parents’ Club will receive $30 for each volunteer. Volunteers 
may choose to work on Friday, April 17, Saturday, April 18 or 
Sunday, April 19. For more information or to volunteer, please 
contact Jennifer Bramers at 422-1634 or jjbramers@aol.com. 

Enjoy this year’s Harvest Time Carnival in a V.I.P. fashion. 
For your enjoyment, we are putting together a Dessert Auction 
item to be auctioned at the 25th Annual WUEF Dinner Dance 
Auction. The auction item includes a delicious dessert from Layers 
Bakery, 100 carnival game tickets, one VIP parking place, $10 gift 
certificate for the bake sale, #30 gift certificate to use at The Har-
vest Market, five $5 raffle tickets, 25 one dollar raffle tickets, two 
fast passes to the cakewalk, and two fast passes for the Bungee 
Jump. 

Join us on Wednesday, March 4 at Sherwood Hall for the Ariel 
Theater Production-The Emperor’s New Clothes. The 
show begins at 6:30pm and tickets may be purchased at the door. 

Parents’ Club meetings are held at San Benancio School in 
room 10 at 7pm on the following dates: Monday, March 2 and 
March 30. 

Happy March, 

Margaret Garibay (President) 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

WUEF’s Dinner Dance Around the Corner! 

Good Schools Are Built on Strong Foundations 
  

I am so proud of the chairs and numbers of volunteers that 
have once again managed to orchestrate one of the finest fund-
raisers in our area! As I write we are two weeks out from our 
March 7th Dinner Dance and Auction with 250 attendees and 
an unparalleled live and silent auction! Not to mention gour-
met desserts galore, an amazing Treasure Chest prize and 
strong reverse draw ticket sales. Did 
I mention that cute puppy we 
have for auction?! I also thank our 
sponsors, advertisers and general 
contributors for their support. 

  

It is a true testament to the dedication of the parents, teachers 
and staff in this District that even in these most difficult times 
we all joined forces to raise the funds needed to support such 
vital programs such as art, music and technology (in addition to 
athletics, field trips and assemblies which provide for a well 
rounded education). 

  

Don’t get me wrong. We are not out of the woods and we are 
at risk of not being able to fund at historical levels. We go into 
this event with our net income down 20 percent, so some 
tough decisions may have to be made—but for now I want to 
celebrate the fact our glass still looks half full, not half empty. 

  

Stay tuned to see how we do and please do everything you can 
to support your school district’s Foundation. What we raise 
here--stays here!   

   

For more information please contact 
Irma Nunes 596-4851 or Lorri Koster 
594-4156. 

  

  

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

Mike Romero, Principal at Salinas High School, will begin hosting 
monthly informational meetings the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month unless otherwise posted.  The next meeting has been re-
scheduled from Wednesday, March 18th, to Wednesday, March 
25th, at 10 a.m. in Room 215.  These meetings will be geared to-
wards parents considering sending their incoming freshmen to 
Salinas High School.  The meetings will take approximately 45 
minutes, followed by a short tour of the school. 

 

For more information, please call 
Teri Riggs, Secretary, at 796-7411. 

 


