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This is the time of year when many of you are considering 
private high schools for next year and we receive many 
requests for recommendations.  In order for us to 
complete the recommendations, we have some guidelines 
available for students to follow in order to provide teachers 
and administrators with information that will assist us in 
completing the required paperwork.  The information can 
be found on the District Schools homepage, or on Mrs. 
Diane Belli’s teacher page.  If you have any questions or are 

having trouble finding it, please contact the school at 484-1172.  
Most of the recommendations aren’t due until January, so you 
still have plenty of time, but please don’t wait until the last 
minute to turn them in as they take time to complete. 

 

 

 

The month of October has been busy and exciting!   The 
Annual Harvest Time Carnival on the 10th was another 
amazing day.  The weather cooperated, the kids had a great 
time, and the attendance was outstanding.  Thank you to 
Jennifer Chapman, Jill Kennedy, and all of the committee 
chairs for a wonderful day.  Thank you also to all of the 
parent and student volunteers who worked tirelessly to 
make the event a success. 

Our first School Site Council meeting was held on October 
8th where we welcomed two new members, Kathleen 
Gillott and Jodi Bell.  We still have one vacancy on the 
Council, so anyone interested in participating is encouraged 
to call the school.  Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 
November 12, at 3:30, in the school Library. 

Our annual High School Options Night took place on 
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HIGH SCHOOL RECOMMENDATIONS 

October 28 and was a great success.  Many thanks to Gaye 
Chin and Tisha and John Hankard for their efforts in putting 
together a comprehensive and informative evening for 
parents.  Nine area high schools came to present 
information about their programs and many of our former 
students were on hand to assist in the presentations as 
ambassadors from the various schools.  We are very 
fortunate to have so many outstanding high schools in the 
area and have the options available to make informed 
decisions about the best high schools for our kids! 

Have a wonderful month and 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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Halloween has come and gone. We celebrated with a spooky Hallow-
een fashion show and our first school dance.  7th and 8th grade students 
rocked out to the tunes of DJ Adrian Calvin and ate snacks provided by 
the parents club.   

 

Our annual canned food drive will begin shortly. With the economy as 
it is, we are encouraging our students to reach out to the people in our 
community this holiday season by donating canned goods. 

 

The Snack shack is operating at full force, offering pizza and bagels on a 
daily basis.  The pizza comes from The Pizza Factory on Main Street.  As 
usual we are selling Jamba Juice on Thursdays during lunch and Tico’s 
Tacos burritos and tacos on Fridays. 

 

Our magazine drive ended in the middle of October and although our 
profit was not as high as we anticipated this year we are pleased with 
our profit of $13,000.  The money earned will fund the dances, Jr. Scho-
lastic News magazines for grades 6, 7 and 8, and the various assemblies 
we present each year.  Thank you to all the parents, aunts and uncles 
and grandparents who supported the drive with the many magazine 
orders! 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Congratulations to our Students of the 
Month for September and October! 

 

SEPTEMBER 

6th Grade:    Phillip DeLorimier and Brooke Sveum 

7th Grade: Haley Bartl-Geller and Jake Fellom 

8th Grade: Jill Zimmerman and Reno Navales 

 

OCTOBER 

6th Grade: Lauren Ferrell and Nicholas Ellis 

7th Grade: Ashley Costa and Cody Roth 

8th Grade: Robert Hernandez and Jessica Fore  

 

 

Sascha Heckmann, Principal of Salinas High School will 
host a “Principal’s Coffee” starting in November. The 
first coffee will take place on Wednesday, November 
18th @ 10:00 a.m. Other dates to attend are: Decem-
ber 2, January 13 or 27, February 27 or 24, March 10 & 
24.  

 
Parents of incoming students (also potential students) 
are invited to attend. Please check in at the Main Office.  

 
Call Teri Riggs at 796-7411 to RSVP or for more informa-
tion. 

Principal’s Coffee at Salinas 
High 

 

STUDENTS OF THE  MONTH 

 

√ November 4: Staff Development Day— 
   No School 

√ November 9:   Parents’ Club Meeting:   
   4p.m. @  SBMS, Rm. 10 

√ November 11: Veteran’s Day—No  
   School 

√ November 12:   SBMS School Site Council  
   Meeting:  3:30 pm in the  
   School Library 

√ November 17: WUEF Meeting:  5:30 pm in 
   the Toro Park School MPR 

√ November 18:     WUSD Board Meeting:   
   7:30 pm in the WUSD  
   Board Room 

√ November 25-27:    No School:  Thanksgiving            
   Break 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Art News for October 

 

We had a great start in October.  The quality of the students’ artwork 
was incredible.  The picture of the month docents had great discussions 
with their students.  Thank you docents for all your hard work. 

 

November is Drawing Month The Art Docent 
projects for November feature drawing for all 
grades.  Drawing comes naturally to a child.  Once 
children discover simple forms can symbolize objects, 
they begin to build a vocabulary in which shapes and lines are combined 
to stand for whatever they wish.  Young children prefer to draw pictures 
using these preconceived symbols, rather than what they actually observe.  
Starting around fourth grade, the student’s observation of the world be-
comes more acute. At this point children want to draw realistically, and 
this is an excellent time to introduce the skill of contour drawing.  Con-
tour drawing involves perceiving the edges of shapes and drawing them 
from close observation with a continuous line.  Students learn how to 
draw what they really see, and to draw only what they observe.   

 

District Visual Art Standards call for every child to learn contour 
drawing and develop appropriate observational drawing skills by the time 
they reach sixth grade.  The Art Docent Drawing, Painting, and Printmak-
ing projects in grades five through eight give students a chance to practice 
their drawing skills and build upon the contour drawing techniques intro-
duced in fourth grade. 

 GRADE 6: Drawing Figures in Motion: Students learn a 
new drawing skill: gestured drawing with circular lines. 
Students take turns arranging wooden mannequins and 
make several quick drawings to show the body position 
and movement.  Students then apply the technique by 
drawing athletes and dancers from photographs, capturing 
a true feeling action. 

 

GRADE 7:  The students will research, design, construct, 
and paint African Masks as part of their African unit in 
World History. 

 

Grade 8:  Classes will apply the drawing and observa-
tional skills  they have learned to a drawing project featur-
ing a Western Theme Still Life  based on the pioneer and 
Western literature in the eighth grade Language Arts  

 

Picture of the Month  

In November the Picture of the Month docents will be discussing Euro-
pean Baroque art by El Greco, Murillo, and Velazquez; 17th Century 
Dutch works by Rembrandt and Vermeer; and French Neoclassic art by 
Jacques Louis David. 

News From the Music Room 
   November 2009 – SBMS Music 

 

Welcome Back. I hope everyone had a fun and safe Halloween. 
Here are some updates from the music department. The Winter 
Holiday Concert is scheduled for Thursday, December 10th at 
7:00 p.m. There will be performances from our Concert Band, the 
Jazz Band, The Honor Jazz Combo, The San Benancio Choral 
Group, and singing from the Washington Union Elementary Fifth-
graders. It should be an exciting and memorable evening of great 
Holiday music. The jazz band is also playing at Hartnell College 
which has been tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, December 15th 
at 7:30 p.m.  

Topiary Sales begin this month. This great fundraiser helps our 
WUSD music program to participate in exciting field trips and play 
at different venues. Please give the flyer to your parents and close 
family if they are interested in buying Topiaries to support the mu-
sic program. They make great gifts and are festive decorations for 
your home or office during the Holiday season.  

Our award winning Jazz Band is meeting with Monterey Jazz Festival 
Traveling Clinicians on November 2nd during 3rd period. These mas-
ters of jazz will sit in during our rehearsal, play with us, and give our 
young musicians instruction, while inspiring us with their amazing 
gift. This program is a great opportunity for our group to play with 
and learn from professional musicians. Anyone who is interested in 
observing may come and listen.  

Have a great November! 

CHARACTER COUNTS 

Character Counts, a comprehensive character educa-
tion program, is being implemented at all three district 
schools this year.  The program focuses on the 6 Pillars 

of Character—trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship.  Throughout the year, 
we will be addressing the different areas of the pro-
gram and working with our students to “Be TRRFCC!”   

If you would like to find out more information about 
the program, you can visit the website at 
www.charactercounts.org.   
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WUEF UPDATE 

 

The Harvest Time Carnival was a great success and a won-
derful day!  We raised over $18,000 and had a fun time 
doing it!  Thank you to all the volunteers who worked that 
day – we couldn’t have done it 
without you.  The two student 
bands “Thin Ice” and “Population 
5” were great additions to the af-
ternoon.  Our chairpersons Jill 
Kennedy, Sue Cricelli, Clarissa Her-
nandez, Lisa Omori, Barbara Dan-
gerfield, and the Parents’ Club members Ande Parker, and 
Jen Bramers did a fabulous job too.  There were many gen-
erous donors as well that day, which contributed to our 
fund raising.  All in all, a great day! 

The Holiday Topiary Sale, benefitting the music programs at 
all three schools, begins in early November .  Make sure to 
place your orders; there will be orchids as well as ivy topi-
aries available.  It’s a lovely holiday gift for a friend, or your-
self! 

Our annual Holiday Gift Shop is just 
around the corner, Saturday, December 
5th at Toro Park School.  We changed 
the items we were selling last year, to 
handmade items.  Once again, we need 
your help with this!  Share your talents, 

and enlist the help of teens, by making 10-12 of an item to 
sell.  Yoojin Oh will be coordinating the event again, and 
could surely use your help.  More flyers coming soon. 

The school directories will be distributed very soon, thank 
you Missy Young for organizing!  Feel free to join us at our 
next meeting,  Monday, November 9th 
at 4:00pm, in Room 10 at San Benancio 
Middle School.   

 

Thank You, 

Jennifer Chapman 

President, Parents’ Club 

 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

WUEF November News - Giving Thanks 

The Washington Union Educational Foundation Board would like to 
thank all the generous donors to our Annual Fall Campaign. We have 
raised nearly $40,000!  If you would like to donate – there is still time!  
We count on this fundraiser to help set the bar for our Spring Fling 
Dance and Auction. We hope to raise another $10,000 before the 
end of November. Please send your check today. The last couple 
reminder flyers will go home soon. If you’ve sent in your check al-
ready – please consider the flyers a Thank YOU!!  

The industrious and creative WUEF Board has announced several new 
fundraisers to help bridge the funding gap.  Go to the Washington 
Union School District website WUEF link and be on the lookout for 
announcements & flyers regarding: 

Dinner Night Out! – Our California Pizza Kitchen earned nearly 
$400 for WUEF! They said it was one of the best turnouts EVER! 
They even needed extra staff to accommodate all the WUSD people! 
The next one is at Pizza My Heart on November 9th. Don’t forget to 
bring your flyer and WUEF gets a whopping 30% of the money spent. 

See’s Candies - We’re starting out the holiday season with our First 
Winter Fundraiser! Order See’s Candies and WUEF gets a percent-
age! Order forms, instructions and information will be sent home 
soon! If every student sells only 2 boxes we could raise nearly $8000!  
Meghan Carr is heading up this effort, contact her with questions. 
(484-1122) 

Ben Kaatz Photography - Ben has generously offered to donate 
20% of profits on Casual Portrait or Event Photography sessions until 
the holidays. His special pricing and fabulous photography is perfect 
for your holiday parties, cards and gifts. Packages can be purchased 
and given as gifts. Visit www.benkaatzphotography.com to view his 
gorgeous galleries or email BenKaatz@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.  

Nob Hill Quality of Life Card – sign up, shop, swipe and support 
WUEF! It’s so easy! Pick up a QoL card; go online to NobHill.com to 
register and remember to have the checker swipe your card every 
time you shop! WUEF has already received thousands of dollars! This 
has got to be the easiest fundraiser to date! Amy Roberts can answer 

questions about this – amydroberts@ymail.com 

Finally, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to the office staffs at all of our 
schools! Your smiles, patience, understanding, reminders, photocopy-
ing, phone calls and emails truly and greatly benefit everyone in the 
district, especially me (who can never remember to actually attach 
attachments). 

 

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving, 

Jocelyn Douglas 

President – Washington Union Educational Foundation. 


