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We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state 
allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The 
school receives $45.00 per day for each student who is in 
school.  The state does not give us the $45.00 for student 
absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family 
emergency.  With the cold and flu season upon us, it is 
important that your child’s health be your primary concern.  
Please keep your child home if he or she is ill; assignments 

can be obtained by checking the website or contacting a 
classmate.  If your child is going to be out for 5 days or more, 
please call for a contract.  Additionally, if you will be going on 
any extended winter vacations, it is important to notify the 
office to arrange for a contract so your child can have 
homework and get credit for attendance. 

 

Please call Vicki Clyburn at 484-0972 for information. 

As we enter the “season of giving,” it is the ideal time to 
highlight a very special event that took place on campus over 
the weekend of November 22nd.  San Benancio held a 
donation drive to benefit needy families in the neighboring 
community of Greenfield.  The event was chaired by Audrey 
Beutler and Cathy Canales.  Through their efforts, we were 
able to send food, clothing, blankets and bedding, toys, and 
household items that will be distributed to 34 families.  It is 
through projects such as this that we can reach out to 
neighboring communities, help those less fortunate, and 
teach our children the joy of giving and the value of 
community service.  A special thank you to Audrey and 
Cathy for organizing the event, and thank you to all of you 
who donated items, and/or came to school on Friday and 
Saturday to assist with collecting and sorting. 

Special Points of 
Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  
published monthly.  It is also 
available on our website at:  
http://monterey.k12.ca.us/
~sbenanci 

Please call the attendance line at 
484-0972 when your student is 
absent. 
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NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

San Benancio Middle  School 

The Oak Leaf                 

THE VALUE OF DAILY ATTENDANCE 

The Student Council is holding their annual Toy Drive in 
the coming weeks; I hope you will participate in another 
outstanding project to benefit the community.  Information 
can be found in the Student Council News. 

Please join us at our upcoming Winter Concert featuring 
the Concert and Jazz Bands as well as our 5th grade 
musicians.  Information about the concert can be found on 
Page 3. 

Wishing you all a relaxing Thanksgiving Break and a joyous 
holiday season! 

Sincerely, 

 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Once again this holiday season, we are asking all students 
to bring a new toy to donate to needy children in Mon-
terey County.  We are working with the Salinas Rural Fire 
Department, Toro Station. Last year we collected over 
150 toys.  Our goal this year is to 
collect 200 toys.  If you can help, 
please send your unwrapped toy 
to school.  Our toy drive will be 
from Dec 1st through Dec. 17th.  
Thanks for your generosity. 

 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, Student 
Council would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you all for your tremen-
dous support. 

Toro Park Farmer’s Market 

Winter Hours 

Beginning November 19th, the Toro Park Farmer’s Market 
will run from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.   

RAIN OR SHINE 

Healthy Holiday Eating Tips 

 

So you're smack dab in the middle of the holiday season and surrounded by 
treats galore. How on earth are you going to avoid pounding back dessert 
squares, appetizers, chips and dip, cake, pie and all the other scrumptious 
delights that will line the tables at all the festive get-togethers? Well, maybe 
you don't have to avoid them completely. Read on for some easy-to-follow eat-
ing tips for you to abide by this year. 

You don't have to skirt around the snack table at all the holiday parties you 
attend to escape from gaining any extra pounds. Instead of loading your plate 
to the brim with sweets, just take a couple of items to nibble on. If there's a 
fruit platter around, pile your plate full of grapes, berries and melon balls 
instead of handfuls of gingerbread. 

Drink fruit juice or water instead of pop or eggnog during the holidays. You 
can still have one glass of soda or eggnog at supper, but you should avoid chug-
ging numerous cans of Coke throughout the holidays. Suggest to your parents 
that you make a fruit juice punch for Christmas or New Year's and just add 
soda water instead of Sprite or 7-Up. It'll be a tasty alternative that everyone 
will want to try! 

Skip all the chocolates and candy canes that are bein' handed 
out left, right and center and grab a piece of fruit instead. 
Yes, that may sound lame, but your body will thank you in 
the end. If the thought of noshin' on an apple sends shivers 
down your spine, why not grab a few mandarin oranges or 
slice up a mango as a special holiday treat? Remember that 
you can always grab a handful of dried cranberries, apricots 

or pineapple slices too! 

For breakfasts, have your mom toast up some whole grain breads instead of 
your normal, white Wonderbread, or make some whole wheat and blueberry 
pancakes. Add a poached or scrambled egg with your toast to avoid having 
too many fried foods. That way, if you're totally craving a couple pieces of fried 
bacon, you won't have to feel so bad about indulging. 

Remember that you don't have to cut out all the tasty treats from your diet 
that are circulating at this time of the year - it's just a matter of "everything in 
moderation." Instead of piling your plate with turkey and all the fixings, take 
smaller portions. If you're still hungry after dinner, go back for a second round 
of veggies. And if you want a couple of chocolates, go for it. Just don't end up 
sitting in front of the TV watching holiday specials and finishing off a whole box 
on your own!  

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know what your child listens to and 
reads and how she spends time with her 
friends? 

Talking with your child about her interests opens up 
an opportunity for you to share your values.  And 
research says that monitoring your child’s activities is 
an important way to lower her chances of getting 
involved in situations you don’t approve of, especially 
those that can be harmful.  Unsupervised children 
simply have more opportunities to experiment with 
risky behaviors, including the use of alcohol, tobacco, 
and illegal drugs, and they may start substance abuse 
at earlier ages. 

“You cannot live a perfect day without doing 

something for someone for someone who will 

never be able to repay you.” 

    -John Wooden 
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Art News for December 
 

The Art Docent Program In November was quite busy with Hands-on 
training, Grades K-6, 7 & 8 grade art lessons and Picture of the Month 
lessons. Since we started the beginning of October, we have presented 
to our district students 86 hands-on lessons and had over 80 pictures 
of the month art discussions.  Again, we would like to express our 
gratitude to all our docent volunteers for their commitment to our art 
program! 

 

In December, the Hands-on program takes a break while our Picture of 
the Month continues with students studying Impressionism.  Impres-
sionism was a movement in painting that originated in France in the late 
19th century.  Impressionist painters were considered radical in their 
time because they broke many of the rules of picture-making set by 
earlier generations.  These artists found many of their subjects in life 
around them rather than in history.  They began to paint outside the 
art studio, so they could observe nature more directly and set down its 
most fleeting aspects-especially the changing light of the sun.  They 
were aided by the new invention of paint in tubes which made their 
work more portable.  Impressionist works had a sense of immediacy 
and freshness about them, and soon they had captured the attention of 
the world. 

 

This month with the winter holiday coming up, we would like to en-
courage you to take your children on a different adventure.  Try visit-
ing a museum!  Locally, we have the Monterey Museum of Art where 
they are presently displaying a wonderful photography exhibit and their 
annual miniature artworks.  At the Tech Museum in San Jose, they have 
a world premiere exhibit of the innovative art, science and engineering 
of Leonardo daVinci. In San Francisco at the De Young Museum in 
Golden Gate Park they just opened up an exhibit of Yves Saint Laurent, 
the famous fashion designer whose work still has an incredible effect in 
the fashion world.  All of these museums would be a great choice. 

 

 

 

CREATIVE GIFT IDEAS 
 

 

Encourage your child’s creativity with a custom made art kit.  The list 
below an be purchased at local arts & crafts stores.  You can also go 
online and buy from Nasco Company in Modesto, Ca –NASCO.com 

 

Watercolor box    Sculpey III polymer modeling clay 

Pad of Watercolor paper   Wooden Drawing Manikin – 12” or 16” 

Large watercolor brush   Craypas Junior Artist Oil Pastels 

Prismacolor Drawing Kit   Heavy drawing paper 

Shade-Tex Architectural Rubbing Plates 

 

Wishing all of you happy holidays and a joyous New Year! 

 

News From the Music Room 
December 2008 

 

Happy Thanksgiving and Winter Greetings from the Music Department.  
Our  Holiday concert season has already begun and the students sound 
fabulous!  The concert schedule is listed below, so I hope to see you at at 
least one of these outstanding performances. 

 

December 9th @ 7:30 p.m. 

—Jazz Band play at Hartnell College 

• Concert  includes 4th grade Recorder players from Washington 
Union. 

December 11th @ Activity Period 

—Concert and Jazz Bands play short selections. 

December 11th @ 7:00 p.m. 

—Winter Holiday Concert at San Benancio Middle School, in the 
MPR 

•   Concert includes Concert Band, Jazz Band, and Washington 
 Union 5th graders.  

December 15th @ 12:45 p.m. 

—Concert and Jazz Bands play at Washington Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent’s Chat 

 

Superintendent Dee Baker will hold her 
monthly Superintendent’s Chat on Tuesday, De-
cember 9, from 3:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. at Toro 
Park School.  For more information, please call 
484-2166. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

Parents’ Club December News 

 

 

It is hard to believe we are already preparing for the holiday 
season and we hope you have an opportunity to participate 
in our seasonal events.  

 

On Saturday, December 6, the Revamped Holiday 
Gift Shop at Toro Park School will open its doors at 
10am for children to holiday shop for family and friends.  
The children will be accompanied by a Gift Shop volunteer 
who will help them with their purchases. Meanwhile, Mom 
and Dad can enjoy coffee, hot chocolate, and cookies in the 
student lunch area. Please remember to drop off your 
handcrafted items by Friday, December 5, in the Toro Park 
multi-purpose room. All participants donating items will 
have their name placed in a raffle for a chance to win Star-
bucks gift cards.  

For creative craft ideas or more information, contact Yoo-
jin Oh at 796-0801. 

 

Thank you for supporting our district’s music and band pro-
grams by purchasing Holiday Topiaries. Please remember 
to pick up your arrangements at San Benancio School’s 
multi-purpose room on Thursday, December 4 from 1:30 
to 6:30pm and Friday, December 5 from 9 to 11am. Be 
aware that there will be heavy traffic between 3:00 and 3:30 
on Thursday, during student dismissal. If you forgot to or-
der topiaries or wish to purchase more, we will have a lim-
ited supply for sale at the Revamped Holiday Gift Shop. You 
may contact Lisa Omori (596-6884) for more information. 

 

Now is the time to stock up on Note-to-Teacher note 
pads and magnetic school year calendars. They are in all 
the school offices for $3.50 each or any two for $5.00.   

 

Our final meeting for 2008, is on Monday, December 1, at 
San Benancio School in room 10 at 7pm. We looked for-
ward to seeing you.  

 

Margaret Garibay (President)  

 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

Good Schools Are Built on Strong Foundations! 
 
If you haven’t heard by now, I’m pleased to introduce you to 
Wally, the official WUEF mascot. Wally came to us via Ms. 
Muller’s third grade class and the meaning behind the name is 
“WUEF always helps/yelps.” Congratulations to these creative 
third graders who got the most votes on Election Day! Second 
runner up was the name “Cash” by Mrs. Carnazzo’s class fol-
lowed by “Artemus” from Mrs. Carpenter’s fifth grade class 
(for art and music). An added kudos to Mrs. Carpenter’s class 
who designed beautiful campaign posters to promote their 
candidate! Our board really enjoyed looking over them at our 
November meeting. We hope everyone had fun with our name 
the dog contest and learned an important civic lesson in the 
process. 

  

I’d like to thank everyone who contributed to Fall Campaign. 
We are projected to tally up to $55,000 this year. The soft 
economy is hitting close to home as previous Fall Campaigns 
have raised over $75,000. However, our spirits are up as we 
look toward our 25th Anniversary Dinner Dance and Auction 
(March 7th) and our hearts full of gratitude for those who con-
tributed to Fall Campaign. Because of you look at what our 
kids can do! 

  

As we prepare for the Holidays please consider doing your 
shopping online via www.goodshop.com. Washington Union 
Educational Foundation is a registered charity on this site and 
we get a percentage of every sale. Many sites offer free ship-
ping these days so please check it out—you can give a gift that 
gives twice this Holiday Season. 

 

On behalf of the entire WUEF board of directors I’d like to 
with you and yours a Happy Holiday and Happy New Year!     

 

Lorri A. Koster 


