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We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state 
allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The 
school receives $45.00 per day for each student who is in 
school.  The state does not give us the $45.00 for student 
absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family 
emergency.  In the month of December, we had 244 
days of student absence, which translates to $10,980 in 
lost revenue to the district. 

With the cold and flu season upon us, it is important that your 
child’s health be your primary concern.    If your child is going to 
be out for 5 days or more, please call for a contract.  
Additionally, if you will be going on any extended winter 
vacations, it is important to notify the office to arrange for a 
contract so your child can have homework and get credit for 
attendance. 

Please call Lori Russo at 484-0972 for information. 

I hope everyone had a great holiday and you are 
feeling the excitement and anticipation of the New 
Year.  I am looking forward to a busy and exciting 
spring. Graduation and summer will be here before we 
know it!  

If you weren’t on campus on the evening of December 
10, you missed a fantastic concert presented by the 
5th grade students, the middle school Concert and 
Jazz Bands, and a solo cello performance by 8th grader 
Sydney Jang.  Mr. Petrocelli had his students in fine 
form and the concert was outstanding.  Many thanks 
to the generous support of WUEF for giving our 
students the opportunity to have a music program.  
Thank you also to Lisa Loftus for all of her efforts in  
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preparation for the evening and to Lisa Omori for 
her efforts on behalf of the Parents’ Club to make the 
annual topiary sale such a huge success. 

Just a reminder;  Superintendent Dee Baker will hold 
her monthly “Superintendent’s Chat” on Thursday, 
January 7, from 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. in Room 10.  All 
are welcome! 

My best wishes to each and every one of you for a 
happy new year! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

We hope you all had a terrific holiday break.  Our two 
weeks off just flew by and we are now back into the full 
swing of things. 

Before break ended, SBMS participated in the annual Mon-
terey County Food Bank collection.  Thank you to all who 
generously donated your many bags of pasta, rice and 
beans.  We were able to fill 12 barrels of food for this 
year’s drive.  We also collected toys for the Kinship Cen-
ter  and delivered about 95 unwrapped toys to the Salinas 
Rural Fire Department on Portola Drive. Many thanks 
again to all you who supported these worthy causes.  We 
are so fortunate in our community to be able to assist 
other people who may not be able to help themselves due 
to these uncertain economic times. 

Mrs. Andico’s homeroom walked away with 
the Spirit Trophy with nearly 100% participa-
tion in each of the activities the last week of 
school.  Kudos go to all the students in the 
class for having such great school spirit. 

The next school dance will be dur-
ing the month of February.  All 
students in grades 6-7-and 8 will be 
eligible to attend.  Please refer to 
the school handbook for specifics 
on dance participation. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

√ January 6:    Restructured Day—1:05 dismissal 

√ January 7:  Superintendent’s Chat—8:30 am, Room 10,  
   SBMS 

√ January 14:  School Site Council Meeting—3:30 pm in the 
   School Library 

√ January 18:       Martin Luther King Jr. Day—No School 

√ January 19:  WUEF Meeting:  5:30 pm in the Toro Park  
   School MPR 

√ January 20:    Restructured Day—1:05 dismissal 

√ January 20:      WUSD Board Meeting:  7:30 pm in the  
   WUSD Board Room 

√ January 21:    8th Graduation Planning Meeting—6:30 pm in 

 
“In spite of the cost of living, it's 
still popular.” 

                           - Kathleen Norris 

GRADUATION PLANNING MEETING 

It’s hard to believe, but it is time to start planning the 2010 
8th grade graduation ceremony!  We will hold a planning 
meeting on Thursday, January 21, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 10.  

We will need volunteers to assist with 
planning the ceremony, the 8th grade bar-
becue and swim party, and the 8th grade 
dance.  I hope you’ll join us! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

FOR DECEMBER 

 

  6TH GRADE      7TH GRADE 8TH GRADE 

     Ryan Ixtlahuac       Calvin Adrian Jackson Thomsen 

     Casey Bell           Victoria Prager  Solisa Aarons 

Attention 8th Grade Parents 

Yearbook Ads are on sale now!! 

The yearbook is a great way to remember and share in your 
son or daughter’s school experiences.  Creating an ad to 
honor your child is not only easy—it helps mark their place 
in a one-of-a-kind, permanent keepsake for the entire 
school. 

Order forms are available in the school office, or you can 
order online at JostensAdService.com. 

The LAST day to order your ad is January 18, 
so don’t delay! 

If you have any questions, please contact 
lyee@monterey.k12.ca.us 
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Art News for January 
 

Hope all of you had wonderful holidays.  In January, the Art Do-
cent program begins the New Year with giving lessons in paint-
ing.  Painting is the practice of applying color to a surface such 
as paper, canvas, wood, glass, lacquer or concrete.  However, 
when used in an artistic sense, the term “painting” means the 
use of color in combination with drawing and composition.  
Children’s paintings are closely linked with art appreciation.  A 
child who is exposed to painting is more apt to produce expres-
sive work itself. 

 

January is Painting Month 

Throughout the grades, we will expose our students to several 
brush techniques, different paints - watercolor and tempura, and 
focusing on them learning color and painting terms. 

 

Grade 6:  Matisse Magic:  This painting unit 
is a still life based on the work of French 
painter Henri Matisse (1869-1954).  In creat-
ing this watercolor still life, students will learn 
why Matisse was called a Fauve (translated as 
“Wild Beast”) painter for his exuberant and 
unconventional use of color.  They will first 
observe a simple still life set up in the class-
room, then draw it and paint it using Matisse’s 
simple shapes, bright complementary colors, 
with invented patterned backgrounds.   

 

Grade 7:  Our language arts teachers will be introducing a 
writing exercise based on Impressionist Art.  We will be intro-
ducing impressionism to the students through a video confer-
encing with the Cleveland Museum of Art.  A docent from the 

museum will be giving a live presenta-
tion and discussion with our students.    
The art unit – Flowers a la O’Keefe will 
accompany this writing exercise.  The 
students will be drawing a section of a 
flower and enlarging it.  They will then 
experiment using paints with pastels.  

 

 

Picture of the Month 
In January, the Picture of the Month selections are from the 
Post Impressionist artists Van Gogh and Gauguin who started 
painting with the Impressionists in Paris, but developed stronger 
colors and more personal styles.  The experiments of the Post 
Impressionist painters developed into many art movements that 
form the basis of Modern Art in the 20th Century. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
 

Season’s Greetings from the Music Department. Con-
gratulations to all who participated in the 2009 Winter 

Holiday Concert. The turnout was 
amazing and the Choir, Concert 
Band and Jazz Band did great! I am 
extremely proud of our young mu-
sicians for the hard work they 
have displayed and dedication to-
wards their music. I’m looking for-

ward to building upon our recent success with new, 
more difficult, and exciting repertoire that will prepare 
us for our May competitions. Great Job everyone!  

 

A big thanks to the parents for your support of our 
wonderful program. A big thanks to Lisa Loftus for or-
ganizing the refreshments at the concert and Lisa 
Omori for coordinating the Topiary sales. Finally, 
thanks to all who purchased Topiaries, the funds go 
directly to our award-winning program. Happy Holi-
days! 

REMINDER 

 

This is the time of year that 8th graders begin the application 
process for private schools.  Our teachers and administra-
tion receive many requests for school recommendations 
from students each year.  In order to accommodate all re-
quests and meet the requested deadlines, please submit the 
following: 

1. Autobiography:  a one page summary including name, 
educational goals, areas of strength, areas you are work-
ing to improve, hobbies, special interests, community 
service, awards, and achievements. 

2. The school recommendation form with your name; your 
autobiography; and a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
for each school where you wish the recommendation be 
sent. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

Happy New Year!   

 

Once again, we are excited with the participation in our 
revamped Holiday Gift Shop at this busy time of year.  Our 
net profit from the event was over $2400, due to wonder-
ful family participation and support.  Thank you Yoojin Oh 
for organizing the event and continuing with the switch to 
hand-made items.  A great success! 

In the New Year, we will continue to provide fun fund-
raising events like the Ariel Theatrical Production and par-
ent Speaker Series evenings.  Please check the district web-
site often, where Parents’ Club keeps current information 
and updates on events available to families.   

The website enables Parents’ Club to reduce our paper 
waste, something we have been working towards for years.  
For example, at the annual Harvest Time Carnival we sig-
nificantly reduced waste from our take-out lunch years ago, 
changed to buffet style, and began using compostable plates, 
utensils and napkins, which are also used at the Back to 
School Dinners at Washington Union and Toro Park.  We 
added recycling containers at the Carnival, and have been 
sending home fewer paper notices.   

We continue to be an active group that needs your help 
just being more environmentally conscious.  Sign up on the 
website to receive updates on Parents’ Club events and 
additions to our page, as well as other current information 
from the district and WUEF.   

Join us for our next meeting, February 8, 2010, 4:00 pm in 
Room 10 at San Benancio. 

Jennifer Chapman 

 

 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

New Year, New Ideas 
 

2010 is upon us! The WUEF Board is busily trying new 
ideas and new ways to support our District’s educational 
mission.  

 
Our first See’s Candy Fundraiser 
was an amazing success! With les-
sons learned and candy finally all 
delivered, we are excited to maybe 
try it again next November! 

 
Our big “New” idea is to change up our spring fund-
raiser. Our Dinner Dance makeover will start with a new 
name, new venue and a fabulous new menu!  

 

SPRING FLING! 
Saturday March 13, 2010  

Corral de Tierra Country Club 
 

We will start with a strolling dinner, ex-
tended silent auction and finish the eve-
ning with a super fun group “The Money 
Band”.  We hope you will consider do-
nating goods or a service to the auction 
and of course, join us for a spectacular 
evening!  

 

Details on event times, tickets and of course, live auction 
items will be available soon! 

 

To all our District Families, the WUEF Board wishes you 
a Happy and Healthy 2010. 

 

Jocelyn Douglas 

President 

Washington Union Educational Foundation 


