
Mark your calendars:  San Benancio’s Back to 
School Night is Tuesday, September 15th. The 
evening will begin in the Multi Purpose Room at 
6:30 p.m. followed by classroom presentations at 
7:00 p.m.  This is a great opportunity for you to 
meet your child’s teachers, learn about the 
curriculum, and get information about all that is 
happening at San Benancio.                                                                            

We will have parent-teacher conferences in October, 
so keep in mind  that this is an informational evening 
and not the time to have one-to-one conferences 
with your child’s teachers. We love to see all of you 
in attendance, but please note: this is a parent-only 
evening.  

 I hope to see you all on the 15th; it promises to be a 
very enjoyable and informative evening. 

It's school time again and San Benancio is an exciting 
place to be.  I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable 
summer and are ready for a great year.  The first day 
of school was outstanding and the students were 
exceptional.  Our incredible staff has been working 
hard to be prepared for the year and it shows in all 
aspects.    Our custodians, Jesus, Felix, Jose, and Juan 
have the campus and classrooms looking beautiful and 
the teachers have shown tremendous dedication and 
enthusiasm in their preparation.  Their willingness to 
do "whatever it takes" to make sure that each child 
succeeds is inspiring. 

I look forward to seeing you at school throughout the 
year and I anticipate great things in the coming 

Special Points of 
Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  
published monthly.  It is avail-
able on our website at:  
http://www.washington-
union.com 

Please call the attendance line at 
484-0972 when your student is 
absent. 

Thank you! 
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WELCOME BACK! 

San Benancio Middle  School 

The Oak Leaf 

YOU’RE INVITED! 

months.  As always, if you have questions or 
concerns, please feel free to call me or make an 
appointment. 

Have a great year! 

 

Gina Uccelli 

Principal 

 

 

 

   



 

  

 

Spring 2009 STAR Test Results 

The charts on the right show the results of the Spring 2009 
STAR testing for San Benancio in the areas of Language Arts, 
Math, History, and Science.  Reflected in the graphs are the 

statewide percentages of students scoring in the Proficient or 
Advanced range for each of the subject areas, the school goal, 
and the percentage of our students who achieved the Proficient 
or Advanced level in each of the subject  areas.  As you can see 

by the graphs, San Benancio students exceeded the state aver-
age in all areas.     

Congratulations to the students on their success, the teachers 
for their work in preparing the students for their exams, and to 

all of you parents for your support at home.  We will continue 
to set high goals and expectations for our students and work 
to ensure a challenging and engaging curriculum that meets the 
needs of all learners. 

Save Gas-Ride the Bus! 

Have you considered taking advantage of the opportunity to 
have your child ride the bus this year?  With the price of fuel 

as high as it is, perhaps now is the time to take advantage of 
the district’s bus service.  The annual fee of $235 for one stu-
dent equates to a daily rate of $1.30.  In addition, the more 
riders we have, the less congestion we’ll have in the parking 

lot after school. 

For those of you who will continue to pick up your children, 
we ask that you wait until 3:15 to come on campus to 
pick them up.  If you need to arrive earlier than that, please 

park and wait outside the school gates in order to ensure that 
all of our buses arrive and leave on time.  This will greatly 
reduce traffic and congestion in the parking lot and create a 
safer situation for our students.   Thank you to our custodi-

ans for installing a bus lane in the parking lot.  If you are pick-
ing up your student, please stay in the LEFT lane so buses 
can pull in to the parking lot in the right hand bus lane.   This 
will also ease congestion by allowing buses access to the load-

ing area.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Art News for September 
 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I hope some of you 
were able do or see some art this summer.  The Art Docent Board 
would like to thank WUEF and all the parents for their generous dona-
tions - especially Girl Scout Troop 3044.  These donations directly are 
used for art supplies needed throughout the school year.    It looks to be 
a great year and I can hardly wait to start working with you and your 
children in helping be even more creative! 

Sincerely, 

Linda Jang 

 

The first Hands-on Art Docent presentations for the year will be a col-
lage project: 

Collage is an art form of this century, brought into the realm of fine mod-
ern art by Henri Matisse and his brilliant paper cut outs.  Collage is a two-
dimensional art form, an assemblage of paper, cloth and textured shapes, 
which are pasted to a flat surface.  Collage appeals to the child’s desire to 
touch, feel, see, explore and collect.  It offers the child an opportunity to 
make independent choices and to organize objects within a given frame-
work.  In creating a collage, our students learn hands-on about all the 
major Elements of Art -- line, shape, form, color, texture, value, and 
space.  They explore how to combine these basic elements using all the 
Principles of Art--balance, rhythm, movement, contrast, emphasis, pat-
tern, and unity. 

 

Collage making gives the student freedom to think and invent connections 
between visual ideas. The ease and directness possible in arranging a col-
lage may help a child who is timid about other art processes. Collage 
shapes may be cut or torn directly from paper without drawing.   The 
flexibility of arrangement makes it very different from working with cray-
ons or paint. Collage is a perfect medium for posters, cards, and many 
assignments for students in the upper grades, such as science projects and 
book reports.    

 

Grade 6 Students will learn about surreal art.  Surrealism (a French 
word that literally means “above reality”) was an outgrowth of a writing 
movement of the 1920-1940’s that explored the subconscious.  This art-
work does not need to look real.  It tends to have a dreamlike quality 
where nothing really makes sense. The students will create a collage with 
a range of values from black to white – tearing, cutting and arranging posi-
tive and negative shapes.  They will use elements from their dreams and 
imaginations as subject matter for art. 

 

Grade 7 Students will be using the medium of collage to make Better 
Posters in their Language Arts classes.  The posters, which are designed 
to illustrate the theme of a book, are part of the grade for their book 
report assignments.  The students will create a collage with a range of 
values from black to white.   

 

Grade 8 Students will complete an art appreciation unit on Colonial 
American Art to complement their study of the Colonial period in Ameri-

can History.   In November the Eighth Grade Language Arts classes 
will use their drawing and observational skills to create a pastel 
drawing of a Western Still Life to accompany the pioneer literature 
in the Language Arts text.  The student drawings combined obser-
vation of three-dimensional still life objects such as cowboy boots, 
Navajo pots, and deer horns with a background inspired by a fa-
mous American artist of western scenes, such as Georgia O’Keeffe.  
We will also be offering an art workshop at the end of September. 

 

The theme for the Picture of the Month Art History prints in 
each classroom is Renaissance Art, covering works from 1300 to 
1550.  6th grade students have English Renaissance portraits of 
Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, and Mary Queen of Scots.  Seventh and 
eighth grade students have works from the Italian Renaissance by 
Giotto, Raphael, and Bellini. 

News From the Music Room 

Welcome back to school everyone. My name is Mr. Petrocelli, the 
music director at San Benancio Middle School. I’m looking forward 
to a fantastic year of fun music education.  

Concert Band meets before school at 7:15 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and is open to anyone with instrumental experience. The 
first Concert Band rehearsal is Tuesday, September 8 at 7:15 a.m.  

Jazz Band meets Fridays at 7:15 a.m. and is an audition only ensem-
ble. Auditions will be held Friday, September 11 at 7:15 a.m.   

Our music program also offers instrumental instruction for Flute, 
Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone, Saxophone, Baritone, Drums, and 
Electric Bass. Whether you have experience or just want to learn a 
new instrument, sign up to receive free instrumental instruction. 
Please contact me if you need a band or instrumental sign-up form  

This year we are also offering a Boys and Girls Choir for Activity 
period. This class is open to all grades and experience levels. This 
new ensemble will teach kids proper singing, breathing and diction 
techniques, and focus on performing as a unit. Singing is a great way 
to finish the school day, sign up in the office.  

The band room is located on the stage in the big multi-purpose 
room behind the office. Swing by if you have any questions, or con-
tact me via email or phone.  Also, check the music page at the dis-
trict website for important information. Have a great year.  

Mr. Petrocelli, music director  

apetrocel@monterey.k12.ca.us 

Did You Know? 

More kids are overweight now than at any time in American 
history.  In all, about one in three middle and high school stu-
dents are considered obese or overweight.  Reduce your chil-
dren’s risk by helping them get more 
exercise, eat sensible portions, and 
avoid high-fat and high sugar foods. 



WUEF UPDATE 

Welcome back!  Thank you to Margaret Garibay, our Parents’ Club past president.  Our continuing Parents’ Club Board is looking forward 
to a fun year, full of family events which raise money for all three schools.   As last year, we continue to emphasize reducing waste by using 
compostable and recyclable materials at our events that serve food.  Much of the information you will need about Parents’ Club can be 
found on the district website.  Our first meeting of the school year is going to be held Monday, September 7th at 4:00pm in room 10 
at San Benancio.  Please note this is a new date and time!  This year our meetings will be on the second Monday of the month at 
4:00pm.  We would love to have you join us. 

Our main fund raiser is the Harvest Time Carnival.  This year it will be held on Saturday, October 10th 
from 11am to 4pm at Washington Union School.  We look forward to seeing you there and can use 
your help with this event.  It takes many hands, and is always a good time!  Your child’s teacher will have sign-
ups for booths at Back-to-School Night.  Watch for flyers and send in your volunteer forms in order to help 
us make this a successful event. 

The WUSD magnetic school calendars and Parent-to-Teacher notepads will be at the schools for you to buy in September.  They are 
$3.50 each or any two for $5.00.  Both are handy additions to any kitchen! 

Thank you for supporting Parents’ Club.  Have a good year. 

Jennifer Chapman, new 2009-2010 President 

PARENTS’ CLUB 

It’s the start of a new school year and the WUEF Board is looking forward to an exciting and productive year!  We need YOUR help! Our 
Fall Campaign is the first of two major fundraisers we sponsor each year.  This direct request for donations is our alternative to door-to-
door fundraising. The money raised goes directly to programs that enhance and enrich each and every student’s educational experience.  

Even with the economy in a downturn, the support of our generous donors has allowed us to fund the unparalleled Art 
Docent and award-winning Music Programs.  It’s up to you - our district families – to help us continue to do so!   

We’ve calculated that it costs about $185 per student per year for our Art and Music Programs. Yes – per year! That works out to only 
about $4 a week per student.  Well worth the price of a latte and cheaper than many extracurricular sports or art programs. Any amount 
donated will get us further to reaching our goal. Check out the “Wally” signs at each of the schools to see how many ‘bones’ are in the dish!  

 

You may be asking: 

How can I help?  Donate to the Fall Campaign today!  

Where do I send my check? Send your check to “WUEF” 820 Park Row, #473 Salinas, CA 93901. 

What if I have questions? Please contact Rendell Requiro, Fall Campaign Chair at wuef.rendell@gmail.com or call Jocelyn 
Douglas (831) 750-9563. 

ore WUEF News and Information! 

√ WUEF meets monthly on the third Tuesday at 5:30 at Toro Park School - guests are always welcome! 

√ Golf anyone? Stay tuned for information on our upcoming Fall Golf Tournament! 

√ Mark you calendar! March 20, 2010 Spring Fling! (Dinner Dance 26.0) 

√ Look for this year’s Business Sponsor Banners in the San Benancio gym.  Their generous donations through WUEF were able to supply 
physical education equipment for all three schools, along with equipment and much needed uniforms for our sports teams.  You can 
thank these local businesses by giving them your patronage – and don’t forget to tell them you saw their banner! 



 

Abramson, Church and Stave  Dr. Tim Auger 

Avila Construction   Bethel Construction 

Cimino Brothers Produce  Favazza Plastering 

1st Capital Bank   Mann Packing 

Pacific Marketing Company  Rabobank 

Sentry Alarm Company  Shankle Real Estate  

     Taylor Farms  

Wheeler Flooring America*new Toro Petroleum *new 

 

And last, but not least, here is your 2009-2010 WUEF Board of Directors  

 

Jocelyn Douglas President 

Dee Dee Reyna         Vice-President 

Steve Davis             Treasurer 

Carolyn Silacci Secretary 

 
Jodi Bell   Meghan Carr    Janice Bramers 

Jennifer Bramers    Patty Busch    Rendell Requiro 

Amy Roberts    Julia Scattini  Allyson Strachan   

 

Athletics Fundraising Chair- Gaye Chin 

 

See you all at Back to School nights! 

Jocelyn Douglas  

 

 

“Good Schools are Built on Strong Foundations” 

 

 

 

P.S. Don’t forget to use www.goodsearch.com and www.goodshop.com! Select WUEF as 
the charity of your choice and we raise money. It doesn’t get much easier than this! 

 


